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Letter from the Team

Attention Readers & Litigators!  
 
Layman Litigtaion is here with its exciting September’s edition.  
 
Some interesting topics discussed on this months edition will keep you 
turning pages.  
 
On this months edition, I would like to thank everyone who contributes in 
the making of the Layman’s magazines. Their experience and skills help 
the team achieve the overall goal.  
 
Layman believes in creativity & change. For this very reason, the team has 
put together a thorough and well-researched content just for you!  
 
We are very thankful to all are readers who continue to support us. Your 
encouragement, motivates us to strive only for the best. 
 
Happy Reading!

Syeda Fauzia is a final year law student, studying in 
Reva University, Bangalore, India. She’s passionate 
about writing and has been working as a content 
writer with DIFM.TECH. She continues to work on 
contents for various other projects.

Mention
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Cover Story

Armed Conflicts and sexual 
Violence against Women – An 
Inevitable Accompaniment
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Armed conflict brings forth its own form of 
diverse aggression, especially aggressions that 
are concerned with violence against women. 
These can comprise of acts of sexual assault by 
both hostile and domestic country. Few examples 
of sexual violence that results from such conflicts 
are:

• Mass rape used as a deliberate strategy in 
genocide,

• Forced prostitution (comfort women),

• Numerous gang rapes of young girls (with 
numerous perpetrators),

• Female genital mutilation, within the 
community under attack, to reinforce 
cultural identity,

• Military sexual slavery,

• Women forced to offer sex for survival, 
in exchange for food, shelter, or 
“protection”.

War crimes majorly have contributed to 
grave acts such as mentioned in above 
points. For example: Vietnam War, Nuremberg 
and Tokyo Trials are great real-life examples 
of heinous sexual violence committed against 
women. Even during the 1994 Rwandan genocide, 
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specific ethnic group of women (mainly Tutsi 
women) were subjected to sexual violence on a 
massive scale, perpetrated by members of the 
infamous Hutu militia groups and the sole reason 
was to further their political objectives. Armed 
conflict is therefore also a political conflict. They 
should be held accountable for cruelties against 
women.

In this article, we would be discussing laws 
and their roles, cases on sexual violence against 
women in armed conflict. Defining the term 
‘armed conflict’ and what it would mean. 
Understanding the general notion of law and 
order in armed conflict and incidence that lead 
to an increase form of all kinds of violence. In 
addition to this we will be analyzing the political 
tensions of conflict, the power role that also play a 
role in increased prevalence of domestic violence 
against women.

“In the area of violence against women, 
human rights ideas are powerful precisely 
because they offer a radical break from 
the view that violence is natural and 
inevitable in intimate relations between 
men and women. Defined as human 
rights violation, gender violence becomes 
a crime against the state that the state 
must punish” 

 ~ Salle Engle Merry

Understanding armed conflict 
and its consequences? 
The most vulnerable groups of society are women 
and children. Elderly women and especially 
those with physical or mental disabilities are 
also vulnerable. Likewise, there are also women 
who are held in detention or detention-like 
situations that which comprises of concentration 
camps. In addition to this, sexual violence 



76 LAYMAN LITIGATION MAGAZINEWWW.LAYMANLITIGATION.COM

against women also attracts major health risks, 
besides the obvious physical and psychological 
consequences. It is important to remember that 
these effects usually are often both negative 
and widespread. “Social bonds may be broken 
as women are isolated by their families and 
communities. A legacy of bitterness towards 
the perpetrators may make reconciliation and 
community reconstruction particularly difficult. 
To remedy this crisis two useful documents on 
how to support and help victims of violence in 
conflict and displacement situations have been 
produced by the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees.”

In every region – Africa, the Americas, Asia, 
Europe, and the Middle East – armed conflict has 
involved sexual violence against women and girls, 
and against men and boys, although less data 
is available on male victims.” “The underlying 
acceptance of violence against women which 

exists within many societies becomes more 
outwardly acceptable in conflict situations. 
It can, therefore, be seen as a continuum of 
the violence that women are subjected to 
in peacetime. The situation is compounded 
by the polarization of gender roles which 
frequently occurs during armed conflict. 
An image of masculinity is sometimes 
formed which encourages aggressive and 
misogynist behavior.”

As stated earlier it is common for a military 
or army troop to make use of factors such as:  
mistreatment, exploitation, rape, or any other 
kinds of violence that can be used against women.  
This can be seen in form of psychological warfare 
which involves “the planned use of propaganda 
and other psychological operations to influence 
the opinions, emotions, attitudes, and behavior 
of opposition groups.”4 In addition to this, the 
image of masculinity projected back then might 
have in my opinion encouraged aggressive and 
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misogynist behavior. The feeling of entitlement 
and the fact that men considered violence of 
sexual nature that which harbored the feeling of 
conquering a territory.

Let us now try to understand 
the concept of “armed conflict” 
through various definitions: 
1. “An armed conflict is a contested 

incompatibility that concerns government 
and/or territory where the use of armed force 
between two parties, of which at least one is 
the government of a state, results in at least 
25 battle-related deaths in one calendar year. 
Comment: ‘Armed conflict’ is also referred to 
as ‘state-based conflict’, as opposed to ‘non-
state conflict’, in which none of the warring 
parties is a government.”

2. “A political conflict in which armed combat 

involves the armed forces of at least one state 
(or one or more-armed factions seeking to gain 
control of all or part of the state), and in which 
at least 1,000 people have been killed by the 
fighting during the course of the conflict.”

3. “All cases of declared war or of any other 
armed conflict which may arise between two 
or more…[States], even if the state of war is 
not recognized by one of them.”

Sexual violence against women is not merely a 
woman’s issue but makes it a human issue. Women 
suffer a great deal, despite their contribution in 
almost every walk of life. Sexual violence is merely 
one among factors that acts as a disadvantage to 
women who want to merely advance in life. In 
addition to this, you have gender discrimination, 
exploitation, harassment at workplace, and what 
not which not only silence or weaken women 
but also put them in a disadvantageous position 
in society. Although human rights are non-
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discriminatory not all human beings experience 
them equally throughout the world. Meaning 
that, for the mere fact that we are humans we 
should be not only enjoying them but are rightly 
entitled to them and cannot be excluded from the 
same.

Firstly, countless international Declaration and 
Covenant came to be sanctioned to eradicate 
discrimination against women on a global level, 
To name a few:

• Universal Declaration on Human Rights,

• International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights,

• International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights,

• Convention On “The Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women, 1979”.

Secondly, on more a domestic approach, we 
take a peek on the legal scenario of India, 
in which you have various constitutional 
provisions like Article 14, 15(3), 23, 39(d), 
39(e), 42, 44, 51A(e) etc., that have been 
incorporated to eliminate discrimination 
against women.  Moreover Article 15(3) of 
the Indian Constitution states that state is 
empowered to make special provision for women 
even in the personal laws some provisions are 
made to eliminate discrimination of women. Then 
gradually various legislation came in the form of:

• Sati Prevention Act,1987,
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• Indecent Representation of Women 
(Prohibition),1986,

• Dowry Prohibition Act,1961,

• Family Courts Act, 1984,

• Protection of Human Rights Act,1993; etc.

Then through various judicial decisions the 
court struck down the provisions which violated 
human rights of women. India has ratified 
CEDAW which implies to honor the obligations 
imposed by convention. Aim of this convention 
was to eliminate discrimination against women. 
Thus, India ratified this convention to eliminated 
discrimination against women.” In further 
reference to International Covenants “the term 
“honor” is found in the Fourth Geneva Convention 
of 1949, but with two important innovations: 
first, women are specifically indicated as being 
persons ‘to be protected’; second, rape makes a 
reappearance, being expressly mentioned as an 
example constituting an attack on the ‘honor’ of 
women.

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) was instrumental in drafting the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and is its guarantor today. 
From the moment it was founded in 1863, the ICRC 
immediately set about relieving the brutalities of 
war. Surprisingly, however, it was not until the late 
1990s that the ICRC became concretely involved 
in the issue of sexual violence committed during 
situations of armed conflict – it took resolutions 
from the International Conferences of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent in 1996 and 1999 for the 
institution to take that step.”

Rights may have been guaranteed by the law 
regarding enhancing a women’s standing in 
society and in matters regarding her protection. 
However, in my opinion we as a society are 
equally to blame that is in addition to the 
failure of the government, or state parties to 
not be able to judiciously promote and protect 
these rights. The Government should actively 
develop a concise, comprehensive human right 
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education programme to raise awareness 
about women’s’ rights, create or strengthen 
national institutions for protecting human 
rights of women, publicize information on 
existing mechanism for redressing, human 
rights violation.

Justice for Sexual 
Violence in Armed 
Conflict 
Isha Dyfan, a lawyer, an activist for peace and 
women’s issues, and a survivor of Sierra Leone’s 
civil war, stated that, ““We need to hear that 
these atrocities are condemned to at least relieve 
some of the shame and the grief. It is not just a 
legal issue. It is about people’s lives. Something 
must be done so the society that was affected 
by the conflict can invest in peace.” “The justice 
sector is responsible for providing justice for 
victims of sexual violence and other human right 
violations, ensuring accountability for the crimes 
committed, and supporting the long-term process 
of rebuilding communities. The right to justice for 
victims of violence and human rights violations 
has been extensively affirmed and developed in 
international law, from the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights to the Basic Principles 
and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and 
Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of 
International Human Rights Law and Serious 
Violations of International Humanitarian Law of 
2005.”

Since international law per se is not codified, 
it becomes difficult for someone to depend on 
certain aspects of international crime. As I do 
believe under the purview of international law 
the question remains unanswered of how national 
courts of a state can met out justice for victims of 
sexual violence in armed conflict. For example: 
questions regarding jurisdiction, becomes a 
tricky subject in armed conflict, or in case of mass 
rape, who do you hold accountable? This in itself 
makes it a challenge to provide justice for victims 
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of conflict-related sexual violence. Good  example 
of this can be seen In the Beijing Platform for 
Action, states committed to “develop  strategies 
to ensure that the revictimization of women 
victims of violence does not occur because  of 
gender-insensitive laws or judicial or enforcement 
practice.” And in addition to this The UN  Model 
also Strategizes and takes Practical Measures 
on the elimination of Violence against  Women 
in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice urges states to review, evaluate and  revise 
their criminal procedure to ensure that: “Women 
subjected to violence have an opportunity to 
testify in court proceedings equal to that of 
other witnesses and that measures are available 
to  facilitate such testimony and to protect their 

privacy.”

Survivors of sexual violence face considerable 
economic, educational, and socio-cultural barriers 
in gaining access to justice. In most societies, they 
are stigmatized, and may be rejected by their 
spouse and even expelled from their community. 
Both their health and social needs must be 
addressed in order to effectively respond to the 
crimes committed against them. Legislation in 
many countries still does not adequately recognize 
sexual violence as a crime – for example, by failing 
to recognize male rape.”

Justice delayed is Justice denied:  
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“The way that justice works is that you 
recognize harm, you take responsibility for 
it, and then you begin to repair it.”16 “But 
for this to happen, everyone impacted by 
sexual violence needs to feel they can speak 
openly. Expulsion hearings, tribunals, or 
courts of law are not designed to do this; 
rather, these forums disincentivize truth-
telling because those who harmed us know 
they’ll be punished if they admit what 
really happened. The risks are also high 
for survivors, who face social stigma for 
coming forward about their experiences and are 
often forced to undergo painful questioning.”

What kind of justice is the way 
to go?  
In some communities, retributive justice – based 
on prosecution and punishment proportional to 
the crime – is considered to have a value in itself. 
Restorative justice on the other hand, brings those 
who have harmed, their victims, and affected 
families and communities into processes that 
repair the harm and rebuild relationships. This can 
take several forms, such as peacemaking circles 
and conferencing models. Restorative justice can 
help resolve nearly any kind of wrongdoing or 
conflict, including serious harms such as robbery, 
burglary, assault — even sexual and intimate 
partner violence, and even murder. Restorative 
justice is an approach to justice where one of 
the responses to a crime is to organize a meeting 
between the victim and the offender, sometimes 
with representatives of the wider community.

Another opinion states that, “In searching for 
justice after violent conflict, some practitioners 
in the field have argued that “there is no peace 
and no reconciliation without punitive justice”. 
“However, among the objections to the use 
of trials and criminal prosecutions are that 
retributive justice tends to marginalize the 
feelings and needs of victims, and that in post-
conflict contexts material obstacles can seriously 
hinder the delivery of adequate justice.”
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Is Transitional justice the way 
to go?  
Transitional justice refers to a range of approaches 
that societies undertake to tackle legacies of  
widespread or systematic human rights abuses, 
as they move from a period of violent conflict or  
oppression towards peace, democracy, the rule 
of law, and respect for individual and collective  
rights. Broadly speaking, the primary objectives 
of transitional justice are twofold: to introduce  
processes of reconciliation among both the parties 
to the conflict and the affected populations by  
establishing a process of accountability and 
acknowledgement; and to deter reoccurrence, 

thus  ensuring sustainable peace.

Needless to say, each distinct communities have 
their own versions of defining the notion of 
“justice”. And while attempts have been made 
to make a sweeping statement about justice 
after conflict. It still remains a topic fraught with 
difficulty. It may be of some help if we consider 
how mechanisms seeking justice for victims 
of sexual violence can draw upon differently. 
Justice is also not a legal issue but that of each 
individuals’ issue.

Ad hoc criminal 
tribunals and the 
International Criminal 
Court
In a number of cases which built a pathway for 
the United Nations to form or establish various as 
doc international criminal tribunals and special 
tribunals. Keeping in mind to involve the larger 
international community to try individuals who 
committed crimes during an armed conflict. The 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in this regard 
broke new records in prosecuting responsible 
criminals for genocide, war crimes, that which 
included sexual violence in armed conflict and 
other atrocious humanitarian destructions in 
those particular conflicts. In addition to this, 
these tribunals also secured the first convictions 
for rape and other forms of sexual violence and 
defined them under the definition of war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and acts of genocide.

The jurisprudence of the ICTY and ICTR has 
been of utmost importance in improving and 
understanding different forms of sexual violence 
in armed conflict as crimes under international 
law. However, international tribunals have only 
been of so much help, they proved less successful 
in protecting and assisting victims of sexual 
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violence. The Nuremberg Trial in this regard was 
criticized for not having even spoken on the issue. 
The ICTR was also criticized for lacking the means 
to come up with a way to deal with protection of 
sexual violence victims and perpetrators were 
provided to go Scot free with minimal penal 
punishments. A number of witnesses for the 
ICTR were threatened or killed before or after 
testifying at the Tribunal. During trials, survivors 
of sexual violence are reported to have received 
inadequate witness preparation, and experienced 
aggressive cross-examination, which left them 
feeling re-victimized and humiliated. A decision 
by a survivor to testify sometimes led to their 
abandonment by their spouse or expulsion from 
their community. Women who contracted HIV/
AIDS as a result of rape were also not always 
provided with adequate treatment.

The International Criminal Court (ICC), 
established under the Rome Statute, has the 
complete authority and as part of its obligation 
to try parties alleged of the most serious crimes 

committed in the international circuit, that which 
includes genocide, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity.  The Rome Statute recognizes the 
seriousness of sexual violence, as qualified of 
being an international crime for which offenders 
and their military commanders or other superiors 
may be held individually answerable. When 
rape and sexual violence are committed as part 
of a pervasive or systematic attack aimed at 
any civilian population (whether during armed 
conflict or not), they are considered crimes against 
humanity, and in some cases may be equivalent 
to the component of genocide as well.

Laws
• “Under Article Articles 42(9) and 43(6) of ICC 

Statute, explicitly requires that the Prosecutor 
appoint advisers with legal expertise on sexual 
and gender violence and that the Victims and 
Witnesses Unit includes staff with expertise in 
trauma related to crimes of sexual violence,
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• Under Article 68 (1) of the Statute, ICC is 
obliged to take actions to protect the safety, 
physical and psychological well-being, 
dignity and privacy of victims and witnesses, 
with regard to violence of sexual nature,

• Under article 43 (6) The Statute also establishes 
a Victims and Witnesses Unit to provide 
protection, security, counseling, and other 
assistance,

• Under Article 68 (2) ICC can institute measures 
to protect victims and witnesses during trials 
and pre-trial proceedings. In addition to the 

assumption that victims of sexual violence will 
bear witness and testify in closed hearings.

• The Rules of Procedure and Evidence (mainly 
Rule 88(5)) necessitates the ICC to be attentive 
in controlling the questioning of witnesses to 
avoid harassment or intimidation, especially 
in sexual violence cases. This Rule is designed 
to safeguard victims of sexual violence from 
any detrimental or invasive attacks on their 
sexuality or credibility.”

The Rules outline principles to guide the ICC 
in handling sexual violence cases, making clear 
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that a victim’s consent cannot be inferred where 
the perpetrator took advantage of a coercive 
environment (such as a detention Centre), and 
requiring special procedures for presenting 
evidence of consent to acts of sexual violence.28 
The ICC’s Rules of Procedure and Evidence sets 
a new record for international standard of good 
practices in regard to prosecuting sexual violence.

Conclusion:
Sexual violence in conflict destroys both 
individual lives and collectively communities as 
well.  Addressing these issues not only provides 
justice to survivors but also to alleviate the 
consequences that these violence harbor. At 
the same time, meting out justice should be a 
common practice in law enforcement, on behalf 
of the state and the broader community. Justice is 
thus simultaneously personal to each individual 
survivor, an issue for entire communities, and 
has national and international dimensions. As yet 
only faltering steps have been taken to recognize 
what justice means for individual survivors of 
sexual violence and for communities in dispute 
of armed conflict. It is important to develop 
judicial mechanisms and strategies that deliver 
this justice. Whether one works through courts, 
reparations bodies or traditional justice systems, 
stigma against survivors of sexual violence recurs 
from time to time and serves as an unnecessary 
barrier to justice. Survivors include – men, women 
and even children – who are reluctant to come 
forward, due to the possibility of additional social 
exclusion and violence. The “justice” so extended 
and offered rarely and expressively addresses 
this reality. The attempts to bring about justice 
to survivors of sexual violence must inevitably 
begin with an endeavor to comprehend the 
silence that all too often veils sexual violence, and 
to find ways to transmute shame and stigma into 
revived dignity and respect.



1918 LAYMAN LITIGATION MAGAZINEWWW.LAYMANLITIGATION.COM

Gaming Law in the USA
The regulations and precedents set in the United 
States of America, repeatedly so defines gaming 
in various distinct definitions. In addition to this, 
there are for the same, certain legal repercussions, 
supervisory obligations, and penalties for non-
compliance. On one end of the spectrum are 
traditional gambling games such as lotteries, table 
games and sports betting. Gambling games vary 
widely but, with few exceptions, “share three 
fundamental characteristic cs: consideration, 
prize and chance. These are among the most 
highly regulated forms of gaming in the United 
States and are detailed below:

Lotteries, bingo, and other house-banked games 
are the quintessential gambling games. All involve 
payment of consideration and award prizes 
based in whole or in part on chance. Lotteries, 
roulette, most slots, and similar games typically 
depend entirely on chance. Other games, such as 
blackjack and craps, include elements of skill but 
still incorporate sufficient amounts of chance to 
warrant treatment as gambling.

Poker and other peer-to-peer games, where the 
players compete against one another and not the 
casino operator or ‘house’, are a second type of 
gambling game. As these games are viewed as 
involving chance, they too are considered to be 
gambling.

Sports betting and horse-race wagering involve – 
as their names imply – wagering on the outcome 
of live sporting and horse-racing events. Horse 
racing (and, in a few states, dog racing) is treated 
differently from other sports betting; as a result, 
the legal strictures involving each will vary.
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On the other end of the spectrum are games 
whose legal status is unclear. These games (or 
their earlier forebears) were not traditionally 
considered gambling, but their meteoric rise in 
popularity (made possible by the internet) and 
the substantial revenues they generate have led 
regulators – and zealous plaintiffs’ attorneys – to 
question whether they belong under the rubric of 
gambling laws.”

Gaming law per se, does not just apply to 
the gaming industry but as well as gambling 
industry. Gaming law is not a branch of law in 
the traditional sense but rather is a collection of 

several areas of law that include criminal law, 
regulatory law, constitutional law, administrative 
law, company law, contract law, and in some 
jurisdictions, competition law. At common law, 
gambling requires consideration, chance and 
prize, legal terms that must be analyzed by 
gaming lawyers within the context of any gaming 
operation.

Gaming law is immensely complicated. In the 
United States, it involves federal and state law 
considerations. In Canada, it involves federal and 
provincial law considerations, in a variety of legal 
disciplines.
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In the United States of America, wagering of any 
kind is considered illegal almost in all places. 
However, the exception to this, is that the same 
is not illegal in states of Las Vegas, Atlantic 
City, and in New Jersey.  “If you do not know 
this and unwittingly participated in a gambling 
scheme that turned out to be illegal, you can still 
be charged with a gambling crime and may be 
slapped with significant penalties that may result 
in some serious repercussions. In these kinds of 
scenarios, knowing your rights and the gambling 
laws of your state can spell the difference between 
a safe trip home and a one-way ticket to prison.

State gambling laws prohibit games, wagers, or 
bets that have outcomes that rely at least partially 
upon some element of chance. However, if a 
competition or game rewards prizes to winners 
based on skill, such as in shooting competitions 
or car racing, then it is not considered gambling. 
(Some other restrictions in the law may still apply 
in order for these activities to be considered legal).

How you differentiate a game of chance from 
a game of skill depends on which of the two 
elements has the biggest impact on the game’s 
outcome. If chance is the bigger factor, then it will 
be referred to as a game of chance and wagering 
on games like these will be considered gambling.”

Although certain methods of gambling are now 
accounted as legal, it is still strictly regulated. 
“Therefore, those private betting clubs, though 
already in wide proliferation, are often still 
deemed illegal.  For example, betting pools, small-
time poker clubs, and fantasy football leagues 
are likely to be seen as technically illegal in a lot 
of jurisdictions, though enforcement is rather 
difficult and a bit lax. Some of these small ventures 
though will go against gambling laws such as the 
UIGEA should they decide to take their business 
online, normally because the operators either fail 
to recognize what constitutes illegal gambling or 
because they are simply not aware of the legal 
restrictions when it comes to online gambling.



2120 LAYMAN LITIGATION MAGAZINEWWW.LAYMANLITIGATION.COM

The excerpts generally include state constitutional 
provisions specifically about gambling, “aiding 
and abetting” provisions of the state’s criminal 
laws, the basic criminal gambling laws, and some 
references to the legalized gaming laws in a few 
of the states.”

Ever – Changing Gaming Laws “As circumstances 
change, gaming activities can change quickly in 
the United States. The laws that govern gaming 
can change quickly too. For example, Nevada 
legalized casinos in order to spur economic 
activity in the Great Depression. As other states 
grew more restrictive in their gaming activities, 
gambling grew in Nevada. Some states allow 

some types of activities but not others. For 
example, Illinois allows riverboat casinos and 
horse betting, but they prohibit most other types 
of gambling.

Similarly, Native American gaming activities 
didn’t occur in significant numbers before 1979. 
The Seminoles first began running bingo games 
in 1979. By 2006, more than 300 tribes offered 
gaming activities. In addition to federal and 
state laws that may regulate gaming, each tribe 
decides whether to offer gaming, what to offer 
and under what regulations and conditions they 
can operate.”
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General Practice 

Animal Welfare

The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) requires that 
minimum standards of care and treatment be 
provided for certain animals bred for commercial 
sale; used in research, teaching, or testing; 
transported commercially; or exhibited to the 
public. The Act was enforced in the year 1996 
on 24th of August. It is the one and only Act 
that standardizes on how animals are treated 
in areas of research, testing and transport of 
the same by traders. In addition to this the Act 
has been amended end number of times. “The 

Animal Welfare Information Center (AWIC) was 
mandated under the AWA’s 1985 amendment, 
‘Improved Standards for Laboratory Animals 
Act’. Therefore, as part of AWIC’s mission, we 
provide information on the AWA to help people 
understand the law and its requirements.

According to the USDA, the total number of 
land animals slaughtered for food in the U.S. has 
ranged between 8.9 and 9.5 billion since 2000. 
In 2015, approximately 9.2 billion land animals 
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were slaughtered for food; 8.8 billion of these 
were chickens. The total number of farm animal 
deaths each year is considerably higher than 
the slaughter total, since at least tens of millions 
die before they are slaughtered. While there are 
no official statistics on the number of aquatic 
animals killed for food in the U.S., scientist 
Noam Mohr estimated that 56 billion sea animals 
were killed to feed Americans in 2011. In 2013, 
American meat consumption was second-highest 
among Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) countries (behind 
Australia) at 200.6 lbs per capita annually. Cow 
consumption has been decreasing since the 
1970s, while chicken consumption has doubled.
[8] According to a 2009 Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), American egg consumption 

was higher than the developed countries’ 
average. Per-capita egg consumption in the 
U.S. climbed to 263 in 2014, the highest in 
recent years. Per capita availability of dairy 
products dropped from 339.2 lbs in 1970 to 
275.9 in 2012.

In the United States of America, laws are 
enacted regarding protection of animals 
at both state and federal level. In addition 
to this, there have been counties and cities 
that have passed ordinances as well for 
animal protection. However, it is still important 
to advocate for animal rights. Let us look at some 
laws, that were drafted keeping in mind the same.

The PACT (Preventing Animal Cruelty and 
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Torture) Act:“Signed into law in 2019, the PACT 
Act makes some of the most egregious forms of 
animal cruelty — specifically crushing, burning, 
drowning, suffocating, impaling or sexual 
exploitation — in or affecting interstate commerce 
or within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
United States a federal crime. The Animal Crush 
Video Prohibition Act banned the creation and 
distribution of so-called “crush videos” — where 
people torture, crush, and kill small animals, 
such as puppies and hamsters, for the titillation 
of viewers — in 2010. The PACT Act goes a step 
further and bans the underlying animal cruelty 
contained in them. The vast majority of animal 
cruelty laws are at the state level. The PACT Act 
creates a corresponding federal animal cruelty  
While the PACT Act is a significant step forward 
for animals, it’s important to note its limitations. 
Among its numerous exemptions are “customary 
and normal” agricultural and veterinary practices 
as well as slaughtering animals for food.”

The “28 Hour Law”:“This law, enacted in 1873, 
requires vehicles transporting certain animals 
for slaughter to stop every 28 hours to allow 
the animals exercise, food and water. The law 
does not apply if the vehicle in which animals 
are being transported contains access to food or 
water, and there are many other exceptions as 
well. Birds like chickens and turkeys, which are 
the most-farmed animals in the United States, are 
considered exempt by the federal government.”

Animal Welfare Litigation Program: “Together 
with the U.S. Attorneys’ Offices, ENRD lawyers 
are working to ensure that full effect is given to 
the federal statutes and enforcement regimes that 
provide for the humane treatment of captive, 
farmed, and companion animals across the 
United States.”

US Government Principles for the Utilization 
and Care of Vertebrate Animals Used in 
Testing, Research, and Training “Whenever U.S. 
Government agencies develop requirements 
for testing, research, or training procedures 
involving the use of vertebrate animals, the 
following principles shall be considered; and 

whenever these agencies actually perform 
or sponsor such procedures, the responsible 
Institutional Official shall ensure that these 
principles are adhered to.”

The laws in relation to protection of animal 
from cruelty of any kind have been in 
making since as long as 1800’s. The United 
States of America have been legislating key 
legal principles and setting good precedents 
when it comes to the same. This legislation 
explores and aims to identify and solve the 
core problems of animal cruelty. In addition to 
this, these laws have paved the way to spread 
awareness as well as created a forum where it 
formally recognizes animal cruelty.
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The Condominium Law
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The Condominium Law means all applicable 
local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations 
which effect the establishment and maintenance 
of condominiums in the applicable State where 
each Condominium(s) is located. Let us learn 
more on this with the help of this article.

Example: “Condominium title to a condominium 
that is part of a building, which is governed by 
both the rules under the Condominium Law and 
by the Civil Code, is another form of title that 
can be held by a single person separately from 
other condominium owners of the building. Trust 
beneficial interests in real estate are typically 
issued when a real estate owner places the real 
estate in a trust.”

Another Definition explains: “Condominiums (or 
condos) are a type of residential common interest 
development where each member owns the title to 

their unit. Each condo comes with a membership 
in the governing association, and the governing 
association elects a board of directors that manage 
the condo complex. Owners of condos benefit from 
the common areas and amenities that come from 
the complex, but each owner must pay routine 
fees to the governing association. Further, each 
condo title often comes with restrictive covenants 
controlling how owners use and maintain their 
unit.”

All the time more a conventional type of property 
“condominiums” date back to the Ancient Rome, 
as such the reason for the Latin name. “The 
owner of the condominium also owns a common 
tenancy with owners of other units in the 
common area, which includes all the driveways, 
parking, elevators, outside hallways, recreations, 
and landscaped areas, which are managed by 
a homeowners or tenants association. If the 
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condominium unit is destroyed by fire or other 
any disaster, the owner has the right to rebuild 
in his or her airspace. Most states have adopted 
statutes to cover special issues involving 
development, construction, management, and 
taxation of condominium projects.”

Let us discuss the law in the state of Illinois: 
“One of the most important things to know about 
condo law is that it exists at the state level.  State 
statutes create condominiums. The key statute 
that governs condos in Illinois is the Illinois 
Condominium Property Act ((765 ILCS 605/1, 
et seq.)).  Both condo owners and condo boards 
should understand the implications of this law.

Including state law, there may also be local 
regulations that govern condo associations.  For 
example, the Chicago City Council has enacted 
regulations that affect the rights and duties of 
condo owners and community associations.  
Navigating condominium laws can be 
complicated.  If you have any specific questions, 
you should seek guidance from an experienced 
legal professional.”

Discussion on the Condominium Law in 
Myanmar: “In December 2017, the Ministry 
of Construction passed the much-anticipated 
Condominium Rules under notification No. 
267/2017 (the “Condo Rules”), almost two years 
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following the enactment of the Condominium 
Law (2016) (the “Condo Law“). With investment 
in Myanmar’s condominium market slowing 
considerably over the last year, the introduction 
of the Condo Rules reflects the Myanmar 
Government’s continued recognition of the need 
for a robust framework in the sector to encourage 
continued foreign and domestic investment and 
has been the source of much discussion in the real 
estate sector in Myanmar.”

The Condominium can be abbreviated as also the 
condo laws and they provide various advantages, 
we have cited one of them briefly here: “The 
Condo Rules provides various investor protection 
mechanisms against errant developers. In addition 
to a general condominium developer licence, the 
developer requires a separate licence for each 
particular condominium development, for which 
the Condo Rules prescribe extensive qualification 
requirements. Pre-sale of condominium units is 
only permitted once 30% of the foundations have 
been completed. The developer must set up a 
designated bank account for each development 
into which it must deposit 20% of the estimated 
development costs (or such other percentage as 
stipulated by the management committee), and 
must send the management committee quarterly 
bank statements. In addition, the developer 
has various management obligations and is 
responsible for the maintenance of the project 
throughout its construction and for one year 
following completion of the project. It is hoped 
that this combination of qualifying requirements 
and ongoing obligations for developers, including 
ongoing reporting to the relevant authorities, will 
help sieve out errant developers and provide an 
increased level of investor protection.

Certain restrictions are applicable on the sale of 
condominium units, including a provision in the 
Condo Rules stipulating that no more than 25% 
of the units in a condominium may be registered 
in one person’s name. Such a restriction seeks to 
prevent monopolistic behavior and developers 
hoarding units. There is also a restriction that at 
least 25% of the units in the condominium shall 
be sold to ‘buyers in the market’. However, the 

meaning of this phrase is unclear.

The ability for an owner to mortgage its 
condominium is also addressed in the Condo 
Rules. An investor may use its condominium 
registration certificate as security for the purposes 
of procuring a bank loan (rule 41 of the Condo 
Rules). The express recognition of an owner’s 
ability to leverage the condominium asset as 
security is certainly encouraging in the context of 
the current retail lending market, as immoveable 
property has traditionally been a challenging 
asset to leverage in Myanmar.”
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Women & Law

There are laws enacted exclusively for protection 
of women and safeguarding a women’s interests. 
As such these are not only globally implemented 
but even on state levels. They ensure that effective 
execution of the same is done, in order to empower 
women against domestic violence, harassment of 
any kind, and any sorts of inequal distribution of 
opportunity etc., Let us dive into this article to 
learn empowering laws that are enforced at the 
global level as well as domestic.

A Brief Dive into the 
History of Women 
Suffrage:
Voting Rights: “During the 19th and 
early 20th centuries people began to agitate for 
the right of women to vote. In 1893 New Zealand 
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became the first country to give women the right 
to vote on a national level. This movement grew 
to spread all around the world, and thanks to the 
efforts of everyone involved in this struggle, today 
women’s suffrage is a right under the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (1979).”

Nevertheless, in spite of these improvements, 
there are many countries across the globe where 
women still struggle to exercise their basic 
inherent rights. This includes, right to education 
and freedom to movement. Especially countries 
like, Pakistan, Syria and even Afghanistan women 
have been explicitly cut off from the political 
forum. Women are actively discouraged from 
pursuing any form of career. Even basic education 
is a million-dollar dream to young girls who 
live in these countries. Communities like these 

highly thrive on patriarchal system and women 
are usually looked down upon. Something 
docile and something to be protected. “And in 
Afghanistan, authorities recently decided to 
introduce mandatory photo screening at polling 
stations, making voting problematic for women 
in conservative areas, where most women cover 
their faces in public.”

Reproductive Rights: “Everyone 

should be able to make decisions about their 
own body. A woman should be entitled to equal 
access to health services like contraception and 
safe abortions, to choose if, when, and who they 
marry, and to decide if they want to have children 
and if so how many, when and with who. Women 
should be able to live without fear of gender-
based violence, including rape and other sexual 
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violence, female genital mutilation (FGM), forced 
marriage, forced pregnancy, forced abortion, 
or forced sterilization. But there’s a long way to 
go until all women can enjoy these rights. For 
example, many women and girls around the 
world are still unable to access safe and legal 
abortions. In several countries, people who want 
or need to end pregnancies are often forced to 
make an impossible choice: put their lives at risk 
or go to jail.”

In India, Dignity and decency are considered a 
women’s personal jewels. “Anybody who tries to 
snatch and disrobe her modesty is considered a 
sinner and law very well entails its punishment. 
Every woman has the right to live in dignity, free of 

fear, coercion, violence, and discrimination. Law 
very well respects women’s dignity and modesty. 
The criminal law provides for the punishments 
for offences committed against women like Sexual 
Harassment (Sec. 354A), assault with intent to 
disrobe her (Sec. 354B) or to outrage her modesty 
(Sec. 354), Voyeurism (Sec. 354C), Stalking (354D) 
etc.”

• “In case the woman herself is accused of an 
offence and arrested, she is behaved and 
dealt with decency. Her arrest and search 
should be made with strict regard to decency 
by a woman police officer and her medical 
examination should be carried out by a 
woman medical officer or in supervision of a 
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woman medical officer. In rape cases, so far 
as practicable, a woman police officer should 
register the FIR. Furthermore, she cannot be 
arrested after sunset and before sunrise except 
for a special permission of the Magistrate by a 
woman police officer.”

Laws of United States 
of America: Overview
Violence against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013:

“The main federal law against violence against 
women is the Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013 (PDF, 410 KB). 

Domestic violence and abuse are already against 
the law. This law provides services and support 
for victims of domestic violence and sexual 
assault.

The direct services provided for 
individual women by this law include:

• Free rape exams

• No charge for prosecution or civil protection 
orders in domestic violence

• Programs to meet the needs of immigrant 
women and women of different races and 
ethnicities

• Programs and services for women with 
disabilities
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• Legal aid for survivors of violence

• Services for children and teens

• Protections for victims who are evicted from 
their homes because of events related to 
domestic violence or stalking.”

Local Laws about violence against women: “Each 
community has slightly different laws about 
violence. But no one ever has the right to hurt you 
physically. In all communities, you should call 
911 if you are in immediate danger. Violence is a 
criminal act. You must contact the local police to 
report violence and be protected by the law. Some 
communities have outdated or limited local laws 
about sexual assault. The legal definition of rape 
in your local community may be slightly different 
than what you expect. The U.S. Department of 
Justice (a federal agency) defines rape as “the 
penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina 
or anus with any body part or object, or oral 
penetration by a sex organ of another person, 
without the consent of the victim.”

“The federal government uses this legal definition 
to collect information about rape from local police. 
Even though local laws can be slightly different 
from community to community, do not be afraid 
to report violence to the police. The police will file 
a report, which is the start of a legal process to get 
help and protection under the law.”

The family Violence Prevention and Services Act: 
“The Family Violence Prevention and Services 
Act (FVPSA) helps victims of domestic violence 
and their children by providing shelters and 
resources. Under the FVPSA, the Administration 
for Children and Families, part of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
funds national, state, and community programs, 
such as state domestic violence coalitions and 
the Domestic Violence Resource Network. The 
Domestic Violence Resource Network includes 
national resource centers on domestic violence 
and the National Domestic Violence Hotline (800-
799-7233).”
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General Practice

The legal status of cannabis in 
different parts of the world
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The legality of cannabis for medical and 
recreational use varies by country, in terms of 
its possession, distribution, and cultivation, and 
(in regards to medical) how it can be consumed 
and what medical conditions it can be used for.
These policies in most countries are regulated 
by three United Nations treaties: the 1961 
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the 1971 
Convention on Psychotropic Substances, and the 
1988 Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. Cannabis is 
classified as a Schedule I drug under the Single 
Convention treaty, meaning that signatories can 
allow medical use but that it is considered to be 
an addictive drug with a serious risk of abuse.

The use of cannabis for recreational 
purposes is prohibited in most countries; 
however, many have adopted a policy 
of decriminalization to make simple 
possession a non-criminal offense (often 
similar to a minor traffic violation). Others 
have much more severe penalties such as 
some Asian and Middle Eastern countries 
where possession of even small amounts is 
punished by imprisonment for several years. 
Countries that have legalized recreational 
use of cannabis are Canada, Georgia, Malta, 
Mexico, South Africa, and Uruguay, plus 18 
states, 2 territories, and the District of Columbia 
in the United States and the Australian Capital 
Territory in Australia.[6]
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Let Us Look at Some Countries 
On Legalization on the Same

Europe: “European police may also turn a 
blind eye to weed if it is in small quantities and 
clearly stated that it is for personal use. If you carry 
cannabis in more significant amounts, it may seem 
like you will sell it, and such commercial intent is 
to be avoided. If you buy cannabis to share with 
a group of people in Europe, you should quickly 
divide it into smaller quantities before the police 
search.”

America: “In America and Canada, cannabis 
usage is either legal or considered a misdemeanor. 
Just as it is with Europe, it is highly recommended 
that anyone visiting such countries remain 
discreet even in states where it is entirely legal.

Some people in the Americas and Caribbean 
may object to the cannabis smell when smoked 
or vaped around them despite cannabis having a 
legalized status in the state. When you get to the 
south of the U. S. A, the situation becomes highly 
complex, so be careful. South American countries 
are more accepting of marijuana as many nations 
in this region have decriminalized cannabis 
possession despite sales and cultivation remains 
illegal.

Jamaica is the only country where the utilization 
of cannabis is celebrated as a part of their culture. 
Other countries are either legal, semi-legal, or 
ignored (so long people are discreet with it). 
Currently, these countries where it is legal, semi-
legal, or ignored include Costa Rica, Mexico, 
Peru, Belize, Columbia, Peru, Argentina, Ecuador 
and Uruguay. Just as we mentioned with Europe 
when outside Jamaica, ensure that you carry small 
quantities of cannabis. Also, emphasize the fact 
that it is for personal and non-commercial use.”
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Belize: “Should you smoke here? The answer 
is a big YES! In late 2017, the government of Belize 
was kind enough to decriminalize cannabis in 
amounts up to 10 grams. You can smoke it in your 
home, or someone else’s provided you’ve gotten 
explicit permission. That includes their sailboat.”

Costa Rica: “Should you smoke here? You 

can bet on it! Like with many places on this list, 
it’s technically illegal to smoke here but doing so 
carries no legal penalties. Smoking up is super 
common here, and you can be pretty comfortable 
smoking out on the beach and so forth, not just in 
the privacy of your room.”

Uruguay: “At Uruguay, folks can head 
over to the pharmacies to hoard marijuana 
for recreational purposes. However, they 
will have to first officially register with a 
regulator. The country had legalised the 
recreational usage of marijuana in the year 
2013 for people aged 18 and above.”

Colombia: “In Colombia, the selling 
of marijuana is still illegal. But one can 
grow up to 20 plants here for personal use. 
And the plants can grow really huge here as the 
climatic conditions are suitable. The country has 
decriminalised the possession of up to 20 grams 
of marijuana.”
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Legal Murder in the 
United States

Is it? Have you watched double jeopardy? 
Or a perfect murder? That does not mean we 
encourage you to go on a homicide rampage, like 
in the movie Kill Bill. In this article we will be 
merely discussing where defense can be taken in 
cases where one is actually a victim rather than 
the murderer.

Criminal laws vary from one jurisdiction to 
other in the United States of America. “In most 
US jurisdictions there is a hierarchy of acts, 

known collectively as homicide, of which first-
degree murder and felony murder are the most 
serious, followed by second-degree murder and, 
in a few states, third-degree murder, followed 
by voluntary manslaughter and involuntary 
manslaughter which are not as serious, followed 
by reckless homicide and negligent homicide 
which are the least serious, and ending finally 
in justifiable homicide, which is not a crime.” 
However, it is important to note that, with at least 
fifty-two jurisdiction, the law is simplified as each 
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state has its own version of the criminal code. 
Sentencing also varies widely depending upon 
the specific murder charge. “Life imprisonment” 
is a common penalty for first-degree murder, but 
its meaning varies widely.

Defining Murder & 
Other Crimes
Murder, or more accurately, Criminal Homicide, 
is the unlawful taking of the life of another. 
Murder is typically broken down further into 
several sub-categories; commonly first and second 
degree murder. “First degree murder is the most 
serious of all homicide charges, and applies to 
the intentional killing of a person after planning 
(or premeditation). It requires malice (evil intent) 
and forethought (planning). These cases are 
usually considered among the most heinous 

crimes and as such, the most severe punishments 
are reserved for them including life in prison or 
the death penalty. Second degree murder, on 
the other hand, usually applies to cases in which 
the killing may have been intentional but was 
not premeditated. These are often referred to as 
“crimes of passion.”

The charge of manslaughter is reserved for 
instances where the accused did not plan the 
crime, nor did he or she intend for the victim 
to die because of his or her actions. A common 
example is the fatal car accident, particularly 
when the victim is a pedestrian.”

It is interesting to note that, The federal Unborn 
Victims of Violence Act, enacted in 2004 and 
codified at 18 U.S. Code § 1841,  allows for a fetus 
to be treated as a victim in crimes. Subsection (c) 
of that statute specifically prohibits prosecutions 
related to consented abortions and medical 
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treatments. “The concept of justifiable homicide 
in criminal law is a defense to culpable homicide 
(criminal or negligent homicide). Generally, there 
is a burden of production of exculpatory evidence 
in the legal defense of justification. In most 
countries, a homicide is justified when there is 
sufficient evidence to disprove (under the “beyond 
a reasonable doubt” standard for criminal charges, 

and “preponderance of evidence” standard for 
claims of wrongdoing, i.e., civil liability) the 
alleged criminal act or wrongdoing. The key to 
this legal defense is that it was reasonable for the 
subject to believe that there was an imminent and 
otherwise unavoidable danger of death or grave 
bodily harm to the innocent by the deceased when 
they committed the homicide.” In these cases 
a homicide is therefore innocent, or you cannot 
hold the person committing the said act guilty.

An act that is committed due to a “heat of the 
moment”, like a jealous husband killing the former 
lover of his wife. A crime like this will not be 
considered justified. This is on the understanding 
that certain or all human beings at one point in 
cases suddenly or unexpectedly lose temper. 
When an act or spoken words are deliberately 
done or said to provoke or to catch a reaction. 
As such decisions in certain jurisdictions differ 
on whether such instances should be permitted 
to forgo liability or simply alleviate to a less 
significant offense such as manslaughter. A good 
lawyer sure knows which defenses to be used 
under which circumstances. In Common law 
jurisdictions, incitement is a one-sided defense 
that induces what would have been murder into 
manslaughter.

Naturally. In instances where an act is committed 
in pure self-defense and the same can be proved, 
then there are instances where the rulings of 
a Court might be different. In any other cases, 
a homicide might be deemed reasonable if it 
is committed to prevent a further crime from 
happening which is very grave or serious in 
nature. These crimes usually include rape, armed 
robbery, manslaughter or murder. The victim 
must reasonably believe, under the totality of 
the circumstances, that the assailant intended to 
commit a criminal act that would likely result 
in the death or life-threatening injury of an 
innocent person. A homicide performed out of 
vengeance, or retribution for action in the past, 
or in pursuit of a “fleeing felon” (except under 
specific circumstances) would not be considered 
justifiable.
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Global governance in the 
field of Biodiversity
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Introduction
A few worldwide shows center around biodiversity 
preservation. Together, these structure the 
vitally worldwide administration instrument 
on biodiversity. UNESCO has the secretariat 
of one of the eight significant biodiversity-
related shows: the World Heritage Convention. 
Among global site-based instruments, the World 
Heritage Convention sets the best expectations 
for engraving as far as the necessary biodiversity 
esteems and the uprightness, insurance and 
the executives prerequisites of locales. Among 
biodiversity-related shows it is novel in its 
endeavors to secure social and normal legacy of 
exceptional general worth; perceiving the nearby 
linkages among social and organic variety.

The other biodiversity-related 
shows are:
• the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),

• the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands,

• the Convention on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS),

• the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES),

• International Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC),
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• International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (PGRFA), 

• International Whaling Commission (IWC).

The tops of the secretariats of the biodiversity-
related shows meet consistently through a 
proper contact bunch. To improve intelligibility 
and collaboration in implementation. The 
administering groups of the biodiversity-related 
shows have focused on the Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets; took on by the Conference of Parties to 
the CBD. The post-2020 worldwide biodiversity 
system, relied upon to embrace in 2020.

IPBES
IPBES, an autonomous intergovernmental body 
set up in 2012. Starting at 2019, IPBES has 130 part 
States. IPBES, a worldwide science-strategy stage 

entrusted with giving the best-accessible proof to 
educate better choices influencing biodiversity and 
biological systems administrations. UNESCO is 
one of the stage’s vitally institutional accomplices. 
Alongside FAO, UNDP and UNEP, and has 
offered help and commitment from the beginning 
phases. Specifically, UNESCO has assumed a vital 
part in carrying out the primary work program of 
IPBES (2014-2018). So, by co-putting together and 
facilitating a few key studios; for example, for 
the applied system of IPBES, which incorporates 
native and nearby information with science.

Also, in March 2018, in Medellin, Colombia, 
delegates of 127 legislatures endorsed five 
milestone evaluation reports portraying the 
condition of information about biodiversity, 
biological systems and nature’s commitments 
to individuals. Further, of the evaluations cover 
distinctive world areas, and the fifth looks at 
land corruption and rebuilding, both locally and 
internationally.
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so, these provincial evaluation reports are basic 
to understanding the job of human exercises. In 
biodiversity misfortune and its protection; and our 
ability to all in all carry out answers for address 
the difficulties ahead. Hence, the discoveries of 
these five 2018 IPBES reports give data point by 
point all through this site. They likewise gave 
key contributions to the new far reaching IPBES 
worldwide appraisal report on biodiversity and 
environment administrations, delivered in 2019. 
It is the main such assessment since the definitive 
2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment.

Greening of Decision 
Making: the foundation 
of any change
Plainly a greening of dynamic at all levels and 
among all entertainers is by the CBD seen as a

center test for a superior harmony among 
economy and biodiversity insurance. This 
requires a new check out the manner in which 
choices are made and sought after. A greening 
of the dynamic may prompt new contentions 
and arrangements, where additionally new types 
of authentic standard may arise. A greening of 
dynamic may outline the talk in an unexpected 
way. Creating new arrangements which have 
stayed unimaginable or unworkable previously. 
Markets that regularly have been ruinous to 
biodiversity, and utilizing void guarantees 
creating distractions and greenwashing, may 
change and empower us to think unique.

Limit Building : 
assembling and engage 
change
The decay of biodiversity is identified with an 
absence of institutional, monetary, social and 
specialized information also, limit. Numerous



4948 LAYMAN LITIGATION MAGAZINEWWW.LAYMANLITIGATION.COM



4948 LAYMAN LITIGATION MAGAZINEWWW.LAYMANLITIGATION.COM

resident drives, grass root developments, 
organizations, NGOs and nature field offices 
experience the illeffects of an absence of limit. 
Limit building is an incredible asset to battle 
snags of different kind, as maltreatment of force, 
debasement and absence of monetary means 
or executing apparatuses. Building limit can 
prompt little impromptu upgrades however it 
can likewise trigger a lot bigger change cycles 
of democratization and manageability. The test 
concerning limit building is anyway a diserse 
errand of engaging and preparing thoughts, 
entertainers and organizations.

Region Based Planning: towards 
a comprehensive methodology
Region based arranging has a long history yet 
is as yet an extremely influential idea as it gives 
center around the specific characteristics of a 
specific geographic region, with a heap of powers 
towards the accomplishment of the objectives. 
Be that as it may, the conventional preservation 
approach was to assign a region as secured 
region, and afterward boycott all financial action, 
and frequently setting the neighborhood local 
area at distance. Furthermore, the means and 
financing were frequently deficient for execution 
and implementation, , prompting the not really. 
Worldwide administration of biodiversity| 13 
complimenting research project Parks (Mullan 
and Swanson, 2009:

A more comprehensive methodology would 
consolidate biology and economy in a 
responsibility where the nearby wishes and 
motivating forces are better incorporated with the 
preservation, based on a customized approach 
that is viewed as genuine by the involved. Green 
Finance: New methods of financing In a large part 
of the discussion of the job of peaceful accords 
on the security of biodiversity the main concern 
is cash. The Dutch service of Economic Affairs 
(2012) expressed for example that all gatherings 
may concur on numerous things yet the financing 
is a precarious issue.

Matters of money are moreover heated into issues 
as mindfulness and power, and it is fundamental 
to the exceptionally delicate relationship between 
purported created and non-industrial nations. 
Money is a steady and suffering issue and regularly 
a hindrance to the insurance of biodiversity. It 
is likewise a questionable issue. During global 
gatherings it is regularly highlighted western 
legislatures for finance, while the ability to pay 
is declining among these equivalent western 
states (ELI, 2012; UN, 2012). Plus, finance has 
regularly been about a period restricted financing 
of the protection matters, with little thought for 
advancement. As a result, it very well may be 
savvy to search for better approaches for finance 
by for example rethinking issues and sorts of 
installments. There are numerous methods of 
managing public-private and public-public 
co-financing, value components, resident and 
customer commitments
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Bullying? A big no!
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What Is the Difference 
Between Cyberbullying 
and Bullying?
There are a few aspects of cyberbullying that 
differentiate it from traditional bullying. Which 
make it a unique concern for parents and 
teachers. The following qualities can help answer 
the question “What is the difference between 
cyberbullying and bullying?”:

Anonymity:
While victims usually know who their bully is, 
online bullies may be able to hide their identities. 
The anonymity of the internet can lead to crueler 
or harsher abuses from the bully, all while the 
victim has no means of discovering who his or 
her harasser is.

Relentless:
Bullying typically ends once the victim removed 
from the negative social situation. However, 
smartphones, laptops, and other devices have 
made it possible for people to communicate 
with each other at all hours and from nearly any 
location. Cyberbullies may be able to torment 
their victim 24 hours per day, seven days per 
week, making it difficult for the victim to escape 
it by going home or even changing schools.

Public:
With traditional bullying, often only people who 
interact with those involved will know of the 
abuse. However, when content posted or shared 
online, it is possible that anyone may see it. This 
opens up the victim to more potential ridicule 
or pain from strangers. This compounded the 
anonymity afforded by virtual spaces; while 
bullying in person may done covertly or out of 
view to avoid punishment, cyberbullies need not 
fear witnessed in the act if their identities not 
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known.

Permanent:
Because online content is impossible to delete 
entirely, cyberbullying may damage the victim’s, 
or possibly the bully’s, reputation permanently. 
Even if the content removed or deleted from the 
original site, someone may find it posted from 
screengrabs elsewhere later. This may negatively 
impact future employment, college admissions, 
or relationships for victims and bullies alike.

Easy to Overlook:
Cyberbullying may be harder for teachers, 
administrators, and parents to discover because 
they may not have access to students’ online 
activities. They may not be able to overhear or see 
the abuse taking place. Unless someone comes 

forward, parents and teachers may never know 
that bullying is taking place.

The difference between cyberbullying and bullying 
is clear, but cyberbullying is still bullying, and 
the consequences and dangers remain the same, 
if not increased in their severity and duration. 
Even though it occurs online instead of in person, 
cyberbullying needs to be taken as seriously as 
traditional bullying

Cyber Bullying
So exactly what is cyberbullying? According to the 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary, “cyberbullying” 
was first used in 1998 and is defined as “the 
electronic posting of mean-spirited messages 
about a person (such as a student) often done 
anonymously.” But as time has gone on and 
the internet has evolved, so has the definition of 
cyberbullying.
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StopBullying.gov defines cyberbullying as 
“bullying that takes place over digital devices like 
cellphones, computers, and tablets,” whereas the 
Cyberbullying Research Center describes it as the 
“willful and repeated harm inflicted through the 
use of computers, cellphones, and other electronic 
devices.” Essentially, it is the use of electronic 
communication to mirror the way a person 
would be bullied in real life, typically by sending 
messages of an intimidating or threatening nature

State Laws
All 50 states have anti-bullying laws in place. 
Most states also have laws meant to prevent 
cyberbullying. Some states have additional 
policies to help guide schools and their district’s 
response to bullying.

Familiarize yourself with the laws and policies in 
your state. You can find more information at the 
Cyberbullying Research Centre or StopBullying.
gov.

There may also be local laws at the regional, 
county, or city level. If nothing else, most school 
districts or school codes of conduct contain anti-
bullying language or rules. Be sure to research the 
various policies and laws at the local level in your 
area.

Why Children Do Not 
Discuss It
Many teenagers hide the fact that they being 
bullied, online or in person, from their parents, 
teachers, and other adults in their life.

Do not take it personally if your teen does not 
tell you about bulling. It is an intense, confusing 
experience that everyone responds to differently, 
and there are many reasons they may choose not 
to talk about it with anyone.

They may feel embarrassed or ashamed, worry 

that their online privileges will be taken away, 
or simply not know what cyberbullying is. They 
may fear that the bully will retaliate or the abuse 
will intensify if they speak up, or they may just 
want to figure out how to handle this situation on 
their own
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All About ZANTAC
This article will be assessing every detailed 
information associated with Zantac, and common 
queries answered. The article further provides an 
overview on the subject and backing the same 
with cases and examples.

What is Zantac?
Ranitidine is a medication sold under the 
brand name Zantac and is primarily treated 
for decreasing stomach acid production. It is 
commonly used in treating peptic ulcer disease, 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, and Zollinger–
Ellison syndrome.

Understanding Zantac 
lawsuits:
Zantac lawsuits typically sue companies that 
distribute defective medications. The lawsuits 
assert on consumer losses, personal injuries and 
compensate victims who are entitled to it. “This 
isn’t the first time manufacturers found NDMA 
contamination in drugs. In 2018, contamination 
led to valsartan recalls and lawsuits. But unlike 
valsartan, which was contaminated with NDMA 
during manufacturing, Zantac lawsuits claim 
ranitidine actually forms NDMA in the body. In 
February 2020, the United States Judicial Panel on 
Multidistrict Litigation consolidated the lawsuits 
in the Southern District of Florida under U.S. 
District Judge Robin Rosenberg. In its transfer 
order, the panel said the anti-acid drug cases 
“could be a large litigation.”
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Grounds for the lawsuit:
• “The drug had a defective design, and

• The drug’s labelling failed to warn about its 
risks.

Courts hold ranitidine manufacturers to a strict 
liability standard. Therefore, drug makers are 
responsible if:

The drug’s defective design posed a foreseeable 
risk, and

• The drug was manufactured and used as it 
was supposed to be.”

Individual claims or 
class action?
“Every Zantac lawsuit is being joined into an MDL 
– short for “multi-district litigation.” MDLs are a 
way for courts to streamline pretrial proceedings. 
Eventually, the MDL judge will permit a 
handful of cases to proceed to trial. The results 
of these bellwether trials set the tone for future 
negotiations. MDLs are fundamentally different 
from class actions. In MDLs, every case remains 
separate. In class actions, they are all combined.”

On April 1, 2020, the FDA issued a notification 
requesting Zantac and all ranitidine manufacturers 
withdraw the drug. This follows a warning the 
FDA issued on September 13, 2019. In the interim, 
more than a dozen manufacturers have made a 
voluntary recall of their ranitidine medications:

Injury as a result of 
consuming Zantac 
products:
Millions have consumed Zantac medications 
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in order to treat ulcers, acid reflux, and 
heartburn. Initially, Zantac was considered a 
reliable medication and has been available with 
prescriptions over years. However, recent findings 
suggest a potential link between the use of these 
medications and the development of cancer.
[6] Many lawsuits have been litigated against 
producers of ranitidine manufactured goods. 
Regarding the same, withdrawal of ranitidine 
products from the market have been announced.

Legal and Health issues:
As stated earlier, due to minimal testing’s 
performed on the drug “ranitidine” was found to 
be adulterated with N-nitrosodimethylamine, or 
NDMA – a chemical that may cause cancer. These 

adverse effects for ranitidine have been reported 
as events in clinical trials:

• Depression,

• Major effects on the central nervous system,

• Hallucinations,

• Vitamin B12 deficiency,

• Jaundice,

• Liver failure,

• Pneumonia,

• Skin rashes to name a few.
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Qualification for Zantac 
lawsuit or settlement:
Firstly, qualifying for a Zantac cancer lawsuit or 
settlement, one has to prove the use of ranitidine 
medications. If one takes prescription ranitidine, 
the same can be easily proven by asking for a 
copy of pharmacy records. The same can be 
accomplished through receipts, notes in medical 
records or even basic corroborating evidence or 
statements that support the fact that one regularly 
took Zantac (ranitidine) for an extended period of 
time. Second, one has to prove injury.

The third, part gets a little complicated, as there 
has to be some proof that Zantac (ranitidine) 
use and a cancer diagnosis can be related. 
For example, taking higher doses of Zantac 
(ranitidine) more frequently is more helpful in 
proving a relationship, than sporadic use of lower 
dosages of Zantac (ranitidine). In addition, there 
is the issue of latency – also along the lines of 
what you would expect in that you will obviously 
not be able to relate taking one dose of Zantac 
(ranitidine) and being diagnosed the next day.

Zantac cases are currently ongoing. “On Feb. 
6, 2020, the United States Judicial Panel on 
Multidistrict Litigation consolidated 140 cases in 
MDL No. 2924 in the Southern District of Florida 
under U.S. District Judge Robin Rosenberg. 
Plaintiffs’ attorneys have predicted a large number 
of cases. The lawsuits allege that manufacturers 
knew that ranitidine could form NDMA in the 
human body and increase cancer risk, but failed 
to inform consumers.”

In the Blake case, Court held that 
“N-Nitrosodimethylamine (“NDMA”) is a potent 
carcinogen. It used to be a chemical byproduct of 
making rocket fuel in the early 1900s but, today, 
its only use is to induce tumours in animals as part 
of laboratory experiments. Its only function is to 
cause cancer. It has no business being in a human 
body. Zantac (chemically known as ranitidine), 
the popular antacid medication used by millions 
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of people every day, leads to the production of 
staggering amounts of NDMA when it is digested 
by the human body.”

Conclusion: 
Manufacturers distributed, marketed, sold, and if 
not released defective medical products into the 
stream of commerce. It is clear that as creators 
of any products – a manufacturer has a duty of 
standard care to maintain. They also as well as 

warn of the risks associated with the use of such 
products at all relevant times. Furthermore, 
product liability lawsuits are often complex as they 
entail several parties. However, in cases like this 
one, some companies deliberately offer products 
they know could cause harm to the purchaser. 
The company so responsible for offering a 
defective product shall be made obligated to pay 
up punitive damages. All businesses should abide 
by standard safety rules set by regulatory bodies. 
This further ensures that harmful products are 
not offered to consumers.
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